
 

Installing Your Zebra Puzzle Mats 
 
 
For optimal performance and longevity, it is important to install your Zebra puzzle mats properly. Please read 
through all of these instructions regarding the installation of your Zebra puzzle mats before installing them. If 
you have any questions or if you need advice, please contact Zebra at 763-255-1590 or 
support@zebramats.com. 

 
• We recommend installing Zebra puzzle mats directly onto concrete, wood, laminate, or tile subfloor 

whenever possible. 
 

• If Zebra puzzle mats are installed over carpet, we recommend placing a plastic sheet over the carpet to 
act as a barrier to protect the carpet from moisture. 

 
• Zebra puzzle mats are intended for indoor use only and should not be installed in areas where 

temperatures may fluctuate. 
 

• Zebra puzzle mats should be removed from the shipping bag and allowed to adjust to room 
temperature for a minimum of 24 hours prior to installation. 

 
• Zebra puzzle mats are water resistant, but they should not be saturated with water. The water can 

seep through the cracks and settle beneath the mats which may cause mold or mildew issues. 
 

• If your Zebra puzzle mats become saturated with water, lift them up, take them apart, and allow them 
to fully dry before reinstalling them. 

 
• To connect the Zebra puzzle mats, all of the mats must be facing the same direction. Use the  corner 

tab on each mat as a guide. 
 

 
• Zebra puzzle mats come with two edge pieces. 
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Wall to Wall Directions 
 

1. Gather necessary tools:  tape measure, utility knife, straight edge, and a rubber mallet. 
 

2. Make sure the floor surface is smooth, even, clean, and dry before starting installation. 
 

3. Attach the edge pieces to the sides of the puzzle mat that will be against the wall. Set the first mat in 
the corner. Allow a ½” allowance between the edge of the puzzle mats and the wall to allow for 
expansion of the mats. 

 
4. Continue setting the mats in place. Connect the puzzle mats together by tapping the tabs in place with 

a rubber mallet. 
 

5. Use a utility knife and straight edge to cut the puzzle mats to size. The tabs can also be cut off to make 
a straight edge if an edge piece is not used. 

 
6. At the edge of the layout, you may choose to install the Zebra framing kit to keep the mats from 

shifting. Please refer to the Zebra frame kit instructions. 
 

7. Once your Zebra puzzle mats are completely installed, we recommend cleaning them with Zebra Enviro- 
care cleaner. Please refer to our care and maintenance instructions. 

 
Area Rug Layout Directions 

 

1. Assemble the puzzle mats into the desired layout. Connect the puzzle mats by tapping the tabs in 
place with a rubber mallet. 

 
2. Attach the edge pieces or remove the edge tabs with a utility knife and a straight edge. 

 
3. At the edges of the layout, you may choose to install the Zebra framing kit to keep the mats from 

shifting. Please refer to the Zebra frame kit instructions. 
 

4. Once your Zebra puzzle mats are completely installed, we recommend cleaning them with Zebra Enviro- 
care cleaner. Please refer to our care and maintenance instructions. 

 
Zebra Frame Kit Instructions 

 

1. Stain or paint the Zebra frame kit prior to installing it. Allow to completely dry. 
 

2. Measure the lengths of trim needed at the edges of the layout and cut the trim as needed with a chop 
saw or miter box. 

 
3. Set the trim pieces next to the mats and mark where the holes need to be drilled. CAUTION: PLEASE 

CONSULT WITH THE FACILITY MANAGER BEFORE DRILLING INTO THE FLOOR TO CONFIRM THERE ARE 
NO WATER AND/OR ELECTRIC LINES PRESENT IN THE FLOOR. 

 
4. Using an appropriate bit, drill a hole into the sub-floor approximately 1/2” deeper than the screws. 

 
5. Screw the frame into the sub-floor and place the wooden screw caps over the screws. 


